'IRAQ,
a country of tribesmen fast losing the old loyalties, less and
less able to revert to the old livelihood, attracting local
rather than tribal relations, more dependent on order and
control . . . yet still tribal in material equipment, in speech,
in ignorance, still easily inflamed to ruin their own interests,
still resentful of government and all its works.1
The full application of the policy of rebuilding the tribal
organization under competent shaikhs, advised, controlled and
supervised by British Political Officers, which was the essence
of Sandeman's policy, had to wait until the force of Turkish
arms had been broken.8 In the meantime, however, every
means of strengthening the power of the shaikhs was under-
taken, on the basis that 'both the attitude and action of a tribe
depend almost entirely on its most influential chiefs'.3
A single leading shaikh was recognized in every tribe, as
in the Suq ash-Shuyukh district where H. R. P. Dickson,
Assistant Political Officer, reported that he had 'managed during
1916-17, more or less to get the power into the hands of one
shaikh in the case of each of the 22 Suq tribes'.*
Each shaikh so selected was made responsible for peace and
order in his tribe, for the apprehension of wrongdoers, for the
protection of lines of communication and of British Govern-
ment property, for the cutting off of supplies and aid to the
Turks and for the collection of such revenue as was levied. In
return, he was given the support of British officials, prestige
and, if necessary, arms. Possession of his lands was confirmed,
and his tribal boundaries were defined as closely as possible.
His natural importance in the tribal majlis was enhanced by
1 Longngg, S H., Four Centuries of Modern 'Iraq, p. 309.
8 For instance, Nasiriya was occupied July, 1915, but not until 1918 was
administrative progress possible among the tribes, because of their anti-British
feeling. Admin. Report, Muntafiq, 1919, p. 2; Revenue Report^ 1919, p. 24.
3	Provisional Note on the Tribes within and fringing Mesopotamian Boundaries,
North of Latitude 33° 20' (Baghdad). For official use only, General Staff, MJE.F.
(Baghdad, 1920), p. i (hereafter Note on Tribes for General Staff).   Although
written in 1920 of tribes of Baghdad wilayet, it is generally applicable to
practically all tribes from 19x4.
4	P.O. Reports, 1916-1917; Admin. Rep., Suq esh-Shuyukh, p. 43,
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